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Quellende, schwellende Nacht,
Voll von Lichtern und Sternen:
In den ewigen Fernen,

Sage, was ist da erwacht?

Herz in der Brust wird beengt;
Steigendes, neigendes Leben,
Riesenhaft fihle ich's weben,
Welches das meine verdrangt.

Schlaf, da nahst du dich leis',
Wie dem Kinde die Amme,
Und um die diirftige Flamme

Ziehst du den schitzenden Kreis.

Flowing, swelling night,

full of lights and stars:

in the endless distances,

speak: what has awakened out there?

The heart in my breast is crowded

with the rise and fall of life;

| feel it weaving about me, an immense thing
that squeezes mine out.

Sleep, you approach gently

as the nurse approaches a child;
and about this paltry flame

you form a protective circle.



