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sea surface Full of clouds
Wallace Stevens

I

ln that November off Tehuantepec,
The slopping of the sea grew still one night
And in the morninq summer hued the deck

And made one think of rosy chocolate
And giit umbrellas. Paradisal green
Cave suavitv to the perplexed machine

of ocean, which like limpid water lay.
Who, then, in that ambrosial latitude
out of the light evolved the morning blooms,

who, then, evolved the sea-blooms from the clouds
Diffusing balm in that Pacific calm?
C'6tait mon enfant, mon bijou, mon ame.

The sea'clouds whitened far below the calm
And moved, as blooms move, in the swimming green
And in its watery radiance, while the hue

of heaven in an antique reflectaon rolled
Round those flotillas. And sometimes the sea
Poured brilliant iris on the glistening blue.

ln that November off Tehuantepec
The slopping of the sea grew still one night.
At breakfast jelly yellow streaked the deck

And made one think of chop-house chocolate
And sham-/ike*" umbrellas. And a sham'like green
Capped summer-seemihg on the tense machine

of ocean, which in sinister flatness lay.
who, then, beheld the rising of the clouds
[That strode submerged in that malevolent sheen,*]

who saw the mortal massives of the blooms
of water moving on the water-floor?
C'6tait mon frCre du ciel, ma vie, mon or.

The gongs rang loudly as the windy booms
Hoo-hooed it in the darkened ocean-blooms.
The gongs grew still. And then blue heaven spread

Its crystalline pendentives on the sea
And the macabre of the water-glooms
ln an enormous undulation fled

t
ln that November off Tehuantepec,
The slopping of the sea grew still one night
And a pale silver patterned on the deck

And made one think of porcelain chocolate
And pied umbrellas. An uncertain qreen,
Piano-polished, held the tranced machine

Of ocean, as a prelude holds and holds,
Who, seeing silver petals of white blooms
Unfoldinq in the water, feelinq sure

Of the milk within the saltiest spurge, heard, then,
The sea unfoldinq in the sunken clouds?
oh! C'6tait mon extase et mon amour.

so deeply sunken were they that the shrouds,
The shrouding shadows, made the petals black
LJntil the rolling heaven made them blue,

A blue beyond the rainy hyacinth,
And smiting the crevasses ofthe leaves
Deluged the ocean with a sapphire blue.

tv
ln that November off Tehuantepec
The night-long slopping of the sea grew still.
A mallow morning dozed upon the deck

And made one think of musky chocolate
And frail umbrellas. A too-fluent green
Suggested malice in the dry machine

of ocean, pondering dank stratagem.
Who then beheld the figures of the clouds
Like blooms secluded in the thick marine?

Like blooms? Like damasks that were shaken off
From the loosed girdles in the spangling must.
C'6tait ma foi, la nonchalance divine.

The nakedness would rise and suddenly turn
Salt masks of beard and mouths of bellowing,
Would-But more suddenly the heaven rolled

Its bluest sea-clouds in the thinking green,
And the nakedness became the broadest blooms,
Mile-mallows that a mallow sun cajoled.

v
ln that November off Tehuantepec
Night stilled the slopping of the sea.
The day came, bowing and voluble, upon the deck,

Cood clown... One thought of Chinese chocolate
And large umbrellas. And a motley green
Followed the derse** [drift of the obese*] machine

Of ocean, perfected in indolence.
What pistache one, ingenious and droll,
Beheld the sovereign clouds as jugglery

And the sea as turquoise-turbaned sambo, neat
At tossing saucers-cloudy-conjuring sea?
C'6tait mon esprit batard, l'ignominie.

The sovereign clouds came c,ustering. The conch
Of loyal conjirration trumped. The wind
Of green blooms turning crisped the motley hue

To clearing opalescence. Then the sea
And heaven rolled as one and from the two
Came fresh tansfigurings of freshest blue.

* Notincluded in the cantata; 'rAdded to the cantata

Sottc.: The Co ected Paehs ofwa ace Sterens. pp 9a- 102. Alfred d
Knopf. 1972. All righrs resewed.



Poerns by Shelly Eell

Coricerlo e Aa$luez

tlirt movoncnt: WherG tho eridon Llvss

tnspired b9 thegrdens
see the bees prancing

hear the shimmg of the trees

tasle a 16th .ertutg spring

I""l th".,.
stretch

l;1" n"*bo- , n{olJ;ng lor the f;rst time

creation is relentless

non-stop

f"al"uu and n"*
The palace o{Araojuez

constructed in three magical movements

atoo the erdrum ofmanllnJ
twirlingguitar strings ihe th;cl"t of.o"."
tip toein-q the ripoles o{ the stream

hold th. hunJ ofth"loaguin RoJr(o
smilea tour oI nature

bathe in the sounds

escaoe a human moment

loin the gardens

is theg sing

for gou

Socond Movcrnent WhGn tho 0ul0l SpG.ks

havegou ever heard guietr
Ielt it chillgour sp;ne

pa,alg," gou, l'-,""g 6o""
haregou ere. heard silence:

taste it on gour tonge
se.e it it shaoe as futr rre

.ondu.to. of dialogue

folJ the silence into hearts

listening is a love aflair

bet*een ea. anJ ton.
b;Jged gaps

Your guiet anJ mg guiet
lip loct"nJ c.l"b'at"
the agreement oI silence

fhld Movcmo : fhs Dancc of Courtlng

move swift darling

{orthe dag is old

but the night is gou ng

l"t g"u. ,"lodg .hase

gour rhgthm court
,,ugb" t'll b" gours

magbe 9o.,'ll be ,ine
onlg the dance *ill tell

move swift da.ling

b..h9r.
b" god tim"

be aJomtion

b"*hJ
uptempo m9 heart

c..sc"nJo ,9 
"g"liJ"

90",,,.t .." tL.h
and bat

tillflEht
ho* d... go,
court so well:



Ia Mer

Flilt Mov0mcnt: Fron dawn lo noon o[ :Ga

rhe f;*t app"a.anc" oI lght
ls cod blin[ingeges op.n {'o, "lu.b..
the sun

not 9et told to rise

the sea rushingto wave

hello to cod belore th" .louJs.an
theg both paw up at greatness

lile pu ppies greeting their best Iriend

coJ loves them alite
pats their crowns gentlg

stretches winJ towarJ the sun

thi" b"llJ1i."

whips warmth onto dag

tl,e sun lites hangingarounJ

as longas it teels it has purpose

chest out

sp"n and proud
the sun is at it's t'est

Second Mov6nort Play of Wrvor

an;mate a C

an,mare a c sharP

are one in the same

run uPtemPo

slde Jown stream

poLe at a CSharp Mrnor

wat h it .,erse anJ flow

Thlrd MouGmsrt: ol.loguo of tho wlnd.rd lh8 Ss.

the wind thinG she'stallerthan me

lam wind

the sea thinls we're {rienJs

I wave to her everg chance given sags sea

lblow her tisseswhen lcan sags winJ

whg won twind still

wh9 won't sea calm

cod listens

Io,". th"m alike

instructs the moon to watch overthem tonight
the moon ouLs the sta,s onwatch

the best li*le grardians

on" corlJ "r". n""J
the winJ nudges the sea

Iorgive me please
th" ."- fl*.,t th" -ad. w;ll

ges indeed

no mo.e fight

the starstwinLled

the mood got the message

God counted it alla blessine
animate a C sharp Minor

p"[" u ro.t at u .r""k
p"L. . 'o.[ .t " l"L"
pole a rocl at a sea

watch the rocl pole an ea*hquale
the Balticand the to*h 5ea

mingle, but not mix

pLg hid"a.J """[
without runningtoo lar awag

catch is a waves lavorite game

waves anJ music notes



There will be a drawing fbr a $25
Cy'i Card counety of Clydcb Mork
Center Retaumnt ,Be *re roJill out
yourfee rfib ticker. Wnner mut
beprercnr ttt the dmwiag,

Bartok Concerto for Orchestra washington AleMndria

Beniamin: Romantb Fantasy lot Violin Sunday sunday

lune l, 3pm lune 8.3pm

WMP 2013-14Seaaon
$30 subscription for the remalnder of the seasonl

lnclud€s 2 concert tickets and 3 guest passes- Use lickets and passes atany
s€ason conc6rt. lndividual tickets are $20. 1 8 afld under admitted free.

Washlngton: The Church ofthe Epiphany, 1317 G. Street NW
Near Melro Cenler and Gallery Place luetro. Discounted parking $9

Alsxandrla: T. C. Williams Hagh School,3330 King Street Frce parking.

and Viola

with violinist Marc Ramirez and
violist Olivia Hajiotf

Gerahwin: Catf,sh Fow

WMP FRIEIIDS ARE TRAVELING TO
ruscat'rv

SEPTEMBER 10.19,2011

$3980.00 double including aifarc,
transport, music, aclivilies, most meals

Fot delails contact
Judy Borisky otsgrr

BrownollTravel
judyb@brownellkavel.com

PHILH^FMENIC AEBEEI^T'ON.
ULY5SEE 5. JAMEE, MUEIC DIFECAOR

P,O. Box r 28, VA 22121
9 Fax! 7Cl3-360-7391

HTTF://WwW.WMPAMUBIE.ORE


